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What Is Claimed Is: 

1 . A method for processing a quantity of rfiicroparticles, comprising: 

(a) conditioning the quamity of microparticles so that a flowability index 
of the quantity is greater than abouy60. 

2. The method of claim 1/wherein s/ep (a) comprises: 

(i) maintaining the quantity of microparticles at a conditioning 
temperature for a perioa of time. 

3. The method of claim 2/^wtyerein the conditioning temperature is . from about 20°C to 
about 25°C. 

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the period is at least two days. 

5. The method of claim J, wherein the period is at least five days. 



8. 



9. 




The method o/ clairiUv further comprising after step (a): 

(b) / processing the quantity of microparticles so that the flowability index 
of the quantity is Jess than about 60. 



The m 




la in SK'Wherein s tep (b) comprises: 

tumbling the quantity of microparticles. 



The method jbf claim 6, wherein step (b) comprises: 

(i) maintaining the quantity of microparticles under vacuum. 

The methqfd of claim 6, wherein step (b) comprises: 

(i) tumbling the quantity of microparticles under vacuum. 
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10. The method of claim 6, further comprisfihg after step (b): 
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(c) repeating step (a) so tpat the flowability index of the quantity is greater 
than about 60. 

1 1 . The method of claim 10/whereiiV step (c) comprises: 

(i) maintaining the quantity of microp articles at a conditioning 
temperature for a^pefiop of time. 

12. The method of claim 11, wherein the conditioning temperature is from about 20°C to 
about 25°C. 

13. The method of claim 12 Jvherein the period is at least two days. 

14. The method of claim 112, wherein the period is at least five days. 

15. The method/of claim /^wherein each of the quantity of microparticles comprises an 
active agent. 

16. The method of £laim \, wherein the quantity of microparticles comprises 
microparticles/compijsinaan active agent. 

17. The method of /aim 1 ^wherein the quantity of microparticles further comprises 
placebo microparticles. 

18. The method of claim 1 /wherein each of the quantity of microparticles is a placebo 
microparticle. 



19. The method 6f claim /> wherein an angle of repose of the quantity of microparticles is 
less than about 37°. 
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20. A method for preparing microparticles having improved flowability, comprising: 

(a) preparing an emulsion that ^comprises a first phase and a second phase, 
wherein the first phase comprises a polypner and a solvent for the polymer; 

(b) extracting the solvent from the emulsion to form microparticles; and 

(c) conditioning the mieroparticles so that a flowability index of the 
microparticles is greater than abouy60. 

21 . The method of claim 2©f^ereiiptep (b) comprises: 

(i) transferring the emulsion to a solvent extraction medium. 

22. The method of claim 2o/to]/er comprising prior to step (c): 

(d) washing the microparticles; and 

(e) drying the microparticles. 

23. The method of claim 20/vvherein step (c) comprises: 

Maintaining the microparticles at a conditioning temperature 

for a period of lime. 



24. The method 
chamber. 



of claim 23, wherein step (c) is carried out in a temperature-controlled 



25. The methi^djjj^lATm 23, wherein the conditioning temperature is less than a glass 
transition temperature (tI) of the polymer. 



26. The method of claim 2, wherein the microparticles comprise a polymer and the 



conditioning temperature is less than a glass transition temperature (Tg) of the polymer. 




27. The method op claim 23, wherein the conditioning temperature is from about 20°C to 
about 25°C. 
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28. The method of claim 27, wherein the period is at least two days. 

29. The method of claim 27, wherein the period is at least five days. 

30. The method of claim 20,-wherein the first phase further comprises an active agent. 

31. The method of claim 30, wherein the active agent is selected from the group 
consisting of risperidone, 9-h^4roxyrispferidone, and pharmaceutically acceptable salts 
thereof 
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32. The method of claim 31, wher^n the solvent comprises benzyl alcohol and ethyl 
acetate. 

33. The method of claim 20, wherenn the polymer is selected from the group consisting of 
poly(glycolic acid), poly-d,l-lactic/aciJa, poly-l-lactic acid, and copolymers of the foregoing. 

34. The method of claim 3 l^whwein the polymer is selected from the group consisting of 

""•ff — "~ 

35. The method of claim 20, mrther comprising after step (c): 

/ / / 

/ \ / 

(d) processing the' microparticles so that the flowability index is less than 
about 60. 

36. The method OKfikura! 3», further comprising after step (d): 

(e) repeating step {k) so that the flowability index of the microparticles is 
greater than about 60J 



37. A method for preparing microparticles having improved flowability, comprising: 

(a) prepatring an emulsion that comprises a first phase and a second phase, 
wherein the first phi se comprises a polymer and a solvent for the polymer; 

(b) extra :ting the solvent from the emulsion to form microparticles; 
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(c) introducing the microparticl'es into a container; and 

(d) maintaining the container at a conditioning temperature for a period of 
time, wherein the conditioning temperature and the period are selected so that a 
flowability index of the microparticlafe is greater than about 60. 

38. The method of claim 3^/wherein st/p (d) comprises: 

(i) rotating the/container. 

39. The method of claim 37/^eriin the conditioning temperature is less than a glass 
transition temperature (T g ) of the polvmer. 

40. The method of claim 37, wherein the conditioning temperature is from about 20°C to 
about 25°C. / 

// 

41. The method of clairn^O^ wherein the period is at least two days. 

42. The method of claim 40, wherein the period is at least five days. 

43. The method c/f claim 37, wherein the first phase further comprises an active agent. 

44. The methoij^pT claiij(\ 43, wherein the active agent is selected from the group 
consistii 
thereof. 



consisting of risperidone, /9-ky^roxyrisperidone, and pharmaceutically acceptable salts 



45. The method of clpm 4f; wherein the solvent comprises benzyl alcohol and ethyl 
acetate. 

46. The method of claim 4#, wherein the polymer is selected from the group consisting of 
poly(glycolic acid), poly-d,l-lactic acid, poly-l-lactic acid, and copolymers of the foregoing. 

47. Microparticles prepared by the method of claim 20. 
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48 . Microparticles prepared by the method of claim 3 1 . 



49. Microparticles prepared by the method of claim 37. 



50. Microparticles prepared by the method of claim 44. 



5 1 . The method of claim 8, wherein step (i) is carried out for a period of about 24 hours. 



52. The method of claim 9, whereinf step (i) is carried out for a period of about 24 hours. 
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53. A method for preparing microparticles having improved flowability, comprising: 

(a) preparing an emulsion that comprises a first phase and a second phase, 
wherein the first phase comprises a polymer and a solvent for the polymer; 

(b) extracting the solvent from the emulsion to form microparticles; and 

(c) hardening tne microparticles so that a flowability index of the 
microparticles is greater thin about 60. 

54. The method of claim 53/, wherein step (c) is carried out until a hardness of the 
microparticles is greater than about 0.4 MPa. 



55. The method of clqim 53 

() 

forYperiod of tlm 



vherein step (c) comprises: 
gaining the microparticles at a conditioning temperature 
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56. The method of claim/ 55, wherein the conditioning temperature is less than a glass 
transition temperature (T g ) ojthe p^/ymer. 

57. The method of clain^ 55, wherein the conditioning temperature is from about 20°C to 
about 25°C. 



58. The method of claim 57, wjierein the period is at least two days. 
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59. The method of claim 53, whereiMie first phase further comprises an active agent. 

60. Microparticles prepared by thJmethod of claim 53. 

61. The method of claim 1, whe^in a hardness of each of the quantity of microparticles is 
greater than about 0.4 MPa. 

62. The method of c/aim 20/ wherein a hardness of the microparticles is greater than 
about 0.4 MPa. 



63. The method of claim p7, v^ierein a hardness of the microparticles is greater than 
about 0.4 MPa. 



64. The method of claim 
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4, wherein the microparticles comprise placebo microparticles. 
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